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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . The claims are objected to because of the following informalities: The word 
-removably- is misspelled throughout the claims as "removeably". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. With respect to claims 1, 8, 12, 16, 19, and 22 , it 
has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform a function is 
not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. It does not constitute 
a limitation in any patentable sense. In re Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. 

4. Regarding claims 6 and 15, said claims recite the limitation "storage medium 
device" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claims 5, 10, 14, 18, 20, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Regarding claims 5, 14, and 
20, said claims use the word "CompactPCI". CompactPCI is a technical standard and is 



Application/Control Number: 10/091,695 
Art Unit: 2835 



Page 3 



subject to change; therefore its presence renders the claim indefinite. Regarding claims 
10, 18, and 27, said claims recite the word "Ethernet"; which is a technical standard 
(IEEE 802.3) and therefore renders the claim indefinite. 



Double Patenting 

6. A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

7. Claims 4, 13, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the same 
invention as that of claims 1, 4, 13, 14, 20, and 21 of prior U.S. Patent No. 6,950,895. 
This is a double patenting rejection. A blade inserted into an interface is inherently at 
least removably connectable to said interface. Also a server blade when connected to 
the midplane would inherently be able to communicate and therefore monitor other 
server blades connected to the same midplane. Thus, claims 4, 13, and 19 are 
identical in scope to claims 1 , 4, 1 3, 1 4, 20, and 21 of US 6,950,895. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-27 as best as they can be understood are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jackson et al. (PN 6,452,809). With respect to 
claim 1, Jackson teaches a midplane having a system management bus and a plurality 
of blade interfaces on the midplane, wherein the blade interfaces are in electrical 
communication with each other (col 4, 48-53); a server blade (132) removably 
connectable to one of the plurality of blade connectable to one of the plurality of blade 
interfaces on the midplane (col 4, 43-48), the server blade having a server blade system 
management bus in electrical communication with the system management bus of the 
midplane, and a network interface to connect to a network (col 5, 1-4); and a plurality of 
switch blades (132) removably and simultaneously connectable to one of the plurality of 
blade interfaces on the midplane, the switch blades being adapted to perform network 
switching (col 5, 1-4, col 7, 19-26). 

10. With respect to claim 2, Jackson teaches a power supply module (144) 
removably connectable to the midplane to provide power to the modular server system 
(col 8, 12-17). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 3, Jackson teaches a cooling fan module (140) coupled to 
the modular server system to cool the modular server system (col 7, 66-2). 
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12. With respect to claim 7, Jackson teaches a chassis (110) to house the midplane, 
the server blade, and the media blade (col 7, 16-65). 

13. With respect to claim 1 1 , Jackson teaches wherein the media device is selected 
from the group consisting of a storage medium device, a graphics processing device, an 
audio processing device, and a streaming media processing device (the media device is 
a storage medium device, see col 5, 1-4, col 7, 19-26). 

14. With respect to claim 12, Jackson teaches a midplane having a system 
management bus, a first side, a second side, and a plurality of blade interfaces on the 
first side and the second side, wherein the blade interfaces on the first side are in 
electrical communication with the blade interfaces on the second side; a plurality of 
server blades each removably connectable to one of the plurality of blade interfaces on 
the first side of the midplane, the server blades each having a server blade system 
management bus in electrical communication with the system management bus of the 
midplane (col 4, 48-53, col 5, 27-33), and a network interface to connect to a network; a 
plurality of switch blades removably and simultaneously connectable to one of the 
plurality of blade interfaces on the midplane, the switch blades being adapted to perform 
network switching between any number of the server blades installed in the system, and 
between any of the server blades and an external network (col 5, 1-4, col 7, 19-26); a 
power supply module (144) removably connectable to the midplane to provide power to 
the modular server system (col 5, 47-48); a cooling fan module (140) coupled to the 
modular server system to cool the modular server system (col 5, 48-50); and a chassis 
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(110) to house the midplane, the server blades, the media blades, the power supply 
module, and the cooling fan module. 

15. With respect to claims 4 and 13, Jackson teaches wherein a plurality of media 
blades each removably connectable to one of the plurality of blade interfaces on the 
second side of the midplane, the media blades each having at least on storage medium 
device (col 5, 1-4, col 7, 19-26). 

16. With respect to claim 19, Jackson teaches a midplane having a system 
management bus, a first side, a second side, and a plurality of blade interfaces on the 
first side and the second side, wherein the blade interfaces on the first side are in 
electrical communication with the blade interfaces on the second side; a server blade 
removably connectable to one of the plurality of blade interfaces on the first side of the 
midplane, the server blade having a server blade system management bus in electrical 
communication with the system management bus of the midplane (col 4, 48-53, col 5, 
27-33), and a network interface to connect to a network (col 5, 1-4, col 7, 19-26); a 
media blade removably connectable to one of the plurality of blade interfaces on the 
second side of the midplane, the media blade having at least one storage medium 
device (col 5, 1-4, col 7, 19-26); a second server blade removably connectable to one of 
the plurality of blade interfaces on the first side of the midplane, the second server blade 
having a second server blade system management bus in electrical communication with 
the system management bus of the midplane, and a second network interface to 
connect to the network a second media blade removably connectable to one of the 
plurality of blade interfaces on the second side of the midplane, the second media blade 
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having at least one second storage medium device; least two switch blades, both 
removably and simultaneously connectable to one blade interface on the midplane and 
adapted to perform network switching between any number of the server blades 
installed in the system, and between any of the server blades and an external network 
(the reference teaches multiple devices that work independently or in concert); a power 
supply module (144) removably connectable to the midplane to provide power to the 
modular server system; a cooling fan module (140) coupled to the modular server 
system to cool the modular server system; and a chassis (110) to house the midplane, 
the server blade, the media blade, the second server blade, the second media blade, 
the switch blades, the power supply module, and the cooling fan module, wherein the 
server blade, the media blade, the second server blade, the second media blade and 
the switch blades share power from the power supply module and share cooling from 
the cooling fan module. 

17. With respect to claims 5, 14, and 20, Jackson teaches wherein the midplane is a 
CompactPCI form factor (col 4, 58-62). 

18. With respect to claims 6, 15, and 21 , Jackson teaches wherein the storage 
medium devices are hard disk drives (col 5, 1-4). 

19. With respect to claims 8, 16, and 22, Jackson teaches wherein the server blades 
and the media blades are adapted to be hot swapped (col 5, 18-20). 

20. With respect to claims 9, 17, 23, 24, 25, and 26, Jackson teaches wherein the 
server blades and media blades are operable to be used as single or multiple server 
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systems (see col 5, 33-53, the scalable dynamic system can utilize any number of 
server blades and storage media as a plurality of server systems). 

21 . With respect to claims 10, 18, and 27, Jackson teaches wherein the network 
interfaces are ethernet connector (col 7, 26-27). 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Gallagher et al. (PN 6,157,534) and Hobbs et al. (PN 5,684,671) 
demonstrating stackable server module chassis designs. Liu (PN 6,166,902) 
demonstrating blade-type CompactPCI computer modules. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey M. Broussard whose telephone number is 571 
272 2799. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571 272 2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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